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Texas and Southwestern

Clint Berry 1

Commercial Marketing Director
Red Angus Association of America

Cattle Raisers Association

Protecting the stewards of land and livestock in the Southwest

Ranching 101

Bull Selection
Ranchers Guide to EPDs

Keys to Success

e Market End Points
¢ Strengths & Weaknesses
o Build Relationships
= Capture the Value of your Efforts
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Selection Tools
KISS

Visual Appearance

Keep It Simple Stupid

Actual & Adjusted Performance Data

— Age/Dam’s Ageletc.
¢ Ratios ( In-Herd Only)
COW ]/2 + BU” ]/2 — Calf — Can't Compare Outside of Contemporary Group
Bull is Y2 = Calf Crop : S—efgltllo'lr']l L?C;?/);?:es ($B, $W, etc.)

» Expect Progeny Differences - EPDs
— Allows for Selection Across Herds
— Limited to Individual Breeds

— E n n“ E “ s

S S B s s — Red Angus EPD
Cornerstones

Mandatory Total Herd Reporting
‘ o — Economically Relevant Traits
: T : i o e Multi-Breed Evaluation




Economically Relevant Traits

Focus on Reproduction

Reproductive Traits
4x — Growth

10x — Carcass

Calving Ease Direct (CED) - Born Unassisted

Calving Ease Maternal (CEM) - Calve Unassisted

Heifer Pregnancy (HPG) - Fertility

Stayability (STAY) - Breed/Calve/Re-Breed/Wean Annually
Maintenance Energy (ME) - Reduce Feed Costs/Easy Fleshing

Viature Cow Maintenance Energy

6 of Feed Cost — Maintenance Energy Requirements

osts - 40 to 60% of the average annual cow cost

NRC (1996), McGrann (1999), Hughes (1999)
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Calving Ease Direct
Heifer Pregnancy

Calving Ease Maternal
Stayability

Reprodction —

ed Angus Genetic Predictions

Growth
Birth Weight
Weaning Weight
Milk

Total Maternal
Yearling Weight

Maintenance

Maintenance Energy

Requirement
a Carcass

Marbling
RibEye Area
BackFat
Carcass Weight
Yield Grade

Performance Traits - Growth

Birth Weight (BW) -
Weaning Weight (WW) Yearling Weight (YW)
Total Maternal (TM)

Milk (MILK)

Indicator Trait

Carcass Traits

Marbling Score (MARB)
Rib Eye Area (REA)
12t Rib Fat (FAT)
Carcass Weight (CW)

Yield Grade (YG)
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